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COCKBURN CEMENT — DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION — PROSECUTION 

439. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Environment: 
I bring the minister’s attention to the bungled attempt by his Department of Environment Regulation to prosecute 
Cockburn Cement Ltd for a pollution outpour nearly four years after the event. 
(1) Why did it take nearly four years to bring this matter to a head in court when Cockburn Cement 

acknowledged that the dust emanated from its site? 
(2) Why did the department and its lawyers withdraw the prosecution minutes before the case started on the 

basis of a lack of technical information? 
(3) Given that Cockburn Cement is now seeking court costs from the department, can the minister tell 

Parliament how much this travesty has cost taxpayers? 

Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
(1)–(3) In response to the member for Cockburn’s question, the Environmental Protection Act—from memory, 

it is section 112 or maybe section 114; I am just going off the top of my head—expressly precludes the 
Minister for Environment from any involvement whatsoever in a prosecutorial matter or court case. 
Quite simply, that matter has been run at an operational level. However, if the member would like to put 
on notice a question about more detail, I will ensure that that is provided from the department. 

 It is important to remember that a lot of work has been done by government in liaising with the member 
and, through him, with his two local residents in and around Cockburn Cement; indeed, under my 
predecessor, I believe baghouse filters were placed on kilns 5 and 6 to deal with extensive dust issues. 
We have had conversations at different points about some ongoing odour issues, and we are happy to 
continue to work on that. However, the Environmental Protection Act 1986 expressly precludes any 
ministerial involvement in those matters. 
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